
MONTHLY GARDENING TASKS 

January 

Reevaluate your garden … the New Year is a good 

time to plan changes. 

Use sand on icy walks and driveways instead of salt. 

Salt will damage plants and lawns. 

Remove amaryllis stems with the faded blooms. Keep 

bulbs indoors for planting outdoors in May.  

Look for blooms on hellebores (Lenten roses). 

Watch for poison ivy. Even though the vine is leafless 

this time of year, the vines can still cause a powerful 

reaction if touched.  

Watch for borers, over-wintering insects and scale on 

broadleaf evergreens, fruit trees, shrubs and perenni-

als. Apply a dormant oil spray if pests are detected. 

Water houseplants with water at room temperature. 

If spider mites, mealy bugs or scale on the leaves are 

detected, spray with insecticidal soap. Give plants a 

half turn so they do not become misshapen. 

Prune trees and shrubs before mid-March while they 

are dormant. DO NOT prune spring flowering shrubs 

like forsythia and quince until after blooming. 

February 

Plant ornamental trees and shrubs this month if the 

ground is not frozen (see article, back page).  

Purchase seeds and assemble materials to start seeds 

indoors. Start summer annuals and vegetables for 

transplanting when the soil warms, in 6-8 weeks. 

Record in your garden journal what plants are bloom-

ing and what bulbs are coming up.  

Remove faded blooms from bulbs but leave the foliage 

until it turns yellow and collapses.   

Find out if you need to apply lime to your garden by 

testing it with a soil kit from the Fannin County Ex-

tension office. Add lime 2-3 months before planting. 

… continued on back page 

LANDSCAPE with NATIVES 

They may look pretty, grow easily and be readily avail-

able from local nurseries, but many common landscape 

plants are not good citizens, often meriting designation 

as invasive plants or noxious weed. These plants can 

spread vigorously, defy eradication and overwhelm na-

tive species of proven value in our ecosystem. Avoid 

intentionally planting these familiar invasives and in-

stead consider worthy native alternatives. 

Trees 

 MIMOSA: replace with Redbud 

 BRADFORD PEAR: replace with Allegheny Ser-

viceberry, Fringe Tree, Green Hawthorn or Two-

Winged Silverbell 

 BLACK LOCUST: replace with Kentucky Cof-

feetree 

 WEEPING WILLOW: replace with Black Willow 

 CHINESE TALLOW TREE: replace with Sassafras 

Bushes 

 BUTTERFLY BUSH: replace with Buttonbush or 

Summersweet 

 COTONEASTER: replace with Coralberry 

 WINGED EUONYMUS (BURNING BUSH): re-
place with Black Chokeberry, Highbush Blueberry 

or Fragrant Sumac 

 ROSE OF SHARON: replace with Scarlet Mallow 

 LIGUSTRUM: replace with Black Haw Viburnum, 

Devilwood or Carolina Cherry Laurel 

 NANDINA (HEAVENLY BAMBOO): replace with 

Florida Leucothoe or Yaupon Holly 

 JAPANESE SPIREA: replace with Shiny-Leaf 

Meadowsweet or Mountain Spirea 

Vines 

 FIVE-LEAF AKEBIA: replace with Virginia Creep-

er or Trumpet Vine 

 ENGLISH IVY: replace with Allegheny Spurge or 

Shrub Yellowroot 

 JAPANESE HONEYSUCKLE: replace with Scarlet 

Honeysuckle or Rock Clematis 

 JAPANESE AND CHINESE WISTERIA: replace 
with American Wisteria 
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Monthly Gardening Tasks 

… continued from front 

Force blossoms of spirea, forsythia and flowering quince 

in just a few days by placing branches in a vase indoors.  

Remove guy wires, stakes and trunk wraps from small 

trees planted last fall.  

Prune no more than a quarter of branches from over-

grown fig bushes, leaving horizontal ones. Removing 

more will reduce the number of fruit this summer.  

Prune brown foliage on pampas grass and maiden grass. 

Leave only a “crew cut” of stems 12 inches high.  

Prune overgrown Burford holly shrubs. Even if cut to 12 

inches, they will sprout plentiful new foliage by summer.  

Reduce the size of your butterfly bush by 1/2 to 2/3 to 

encourage new growth (and big blooms) this summer.  

Remove tall sprouts growing in the center of blueberry 

bushes.  

Plant winter daphne (Daphne odorum) near your home’s 

entrance or front walkway to enjoy its sweet scent.  

Clean out bird boxes so they will be ready to welcome 

new residents in a few weeks.  

Fertilize fescue for the first time this year. Any brand of 

turf fertilizer will work well. 

Mow tattered leaves of liriope (monkey grass) with your 

mower at its highest setting. If mowing, avoid damaging 

the crowns; liriope will regrow quickly in March.  

March 

Rejuvenate fall-planted pansies with a water-soluble 

fertilizer as temperatures warm.  

Dig new flower beds when soil is not soggy; mix in plen-

ty of organic matter. 

Place freshly cut daffodils in a container alone for a day, 

then rinse stems before arranging with other flowers. 

Daffodils produce a chemical that injures other blooms.   

Purchase azaleas while in bloom to confirm their color. 

Fertilize spring bulbs soon after flowering. Remove foli-

age only after it has faded. 

Lift sunken stepping stones, spread sand in low areas 

and replace stones. 

Pull mulch 6 or more inches away from tree trunks to 

prevent soggy conditions and avoid the risk of disease or 

insect damage. 

Plant cool season vegetables in late March (carrots, rad-

ishes, lettuce, collards, English peas, spinach, beets).  

Plant warm season vegetables (tomatoes, peppers, corn, 

okra) only AFTER all danger of frost has passed.  

NGMG Plant Sale May 9 

Interested in gardening? Join us. 

Planting deciduous trees while they are dormant 

(between November and March in Georgia) allows them 

to become accustomed to their new location before put-

ting their energy into spring growth. These guidelines 

increase your chances of success. 

Match tree selection to your soil type, sun exposure, wa-

ter availability, maintenance capability, desire for ma-

ture height and spread, and hardiness requirements.  

Dig a hole less deep but at least twice as wide as the 

tree’s pot. Loosen the floor and sides of the hole to allow 

for drainage and root growth; flatten the floor so the tree 

will stand upright. 

Remove tree from pot by cutting off any protruding roots 

and laying pot on its side. Press pot with hands or knee 

and rotate to loosen all sides. Slide tree from the pot. 

Cut away any woody root encircling the root ball, leaving 

the non-woody, white root tips undamaged. 

Stand the tree upright in the hole. The root crown must 

be at or slightly above the top of the hole; planting too 

deeply is a common error. Add dirt around the tree to fill 

the hole, removing grass, rocks and weeds. Finished lev-

el after dirt settles should be even with or slightly above 

the soil surface, with no more than 1 inch dirt covering 

the root ball. Remove air pockets by gently pressing the 

soil with hands or feet. Resist hard-packing the soil. 

Mulch with organic material, making a ring 2 to 4 inches 

deep about 3 inches away from the trunk and at least as 

wide as the drip line. 

Water slowly; wait 10 minutes until soil settles, water 

again. Refrain from compacting wet soil.  

Stabilize tree if necessary by tying it with flat belting to 

stakes outside the planting hole. Remove stakes after 

one year.   

The North Georgia Master Gardeners invites all inter-

ested people to participate as friends, or to become a 

Master Gardener, contact the extension office (706-632-

3061) for the next training schedule.  Follow us on Face-

book: www.facebook.com/NorthGeorgiaMasterGardeners  

Noted for offering native plants and plants adaptable to 

common growing conditions in our area, the annual 

North Georgia Master Gardener s’ plant sale will be held 

the second Saturday in May at the United Community 

Bank pavilion . Sale proceeds are used to support gar-

dening education and projects in the community.  

Plant Trees in Late Winter 


