
MONTHLY GARDENING TASKS 

OCTOBER 

Plant garlic now. October and November are excellent 

months to plant in North Georgia.   

Harvest pumpkins as the vines dry, and green toma-

toes before the first frost. 

Prune only dead or damaged wood. Do not heavily 

prune shrubs and trees now, as this will force new 

growth susceptible to cold-weather injury.  

Bring in bring houseplants and check them for insect 

infestation as temperatures drop into the mid-50s. 

Spread shredded leaves and compost over the vegeta-

ble garden and turn the soil to improve fertility, struc-

ture and water retention. 

Plant spring flowering bulbs – daffodils, tulips, hya-

cinths and crocus – as the weather turns cooler.  

Divide perennials, such as daylilies, iris and phlox. 

Top dress perennial gardens with 1- to 2-inches of 

compost, keeping it away from the crown of plants. 

Collect, clean and sort seeds in a cool, dry place for 

planting in the spring. 

Fertilize green azaleas and rhododendrons lightly to 

prevent yellowing over the winter.  

NOVEMBER 

Fertilize: do not fertilize in November. 

Mulch all trees, shrubs, perennials and bulbs. A 4- to 

6-inch layer of mulch is good. 

Pull up, discard any weeds remaining in your garden. 

Continue turning over the soil in the vegetable gar-

den, adding collected shredded leaves and manure/

compost. 

Make a wreath of dried herbs and flowers from the 

garden.  

Continue raking leaves from your lawn (continued on back) 

FALL A GOOD TIME TO PLANT   
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At any time of year, planting or transplanting is 

stressful to plants. Most people think to plant trees, 

shrubs and perennials in the spring. If  planted early 

enough to get well established before really hot weath-

er arrives and kept watered throughout the summer, 

spring plantings can do well. But since our area nor-

mally gets a good amount of rainfall in the late fall 

and winter, plants set out in the autumn months can 

establish good roots without needing constant water-

ing. Although air temperatures begin to drop in fall, 

soil temperatures remain warm – actually warmer 

than in spring. Cooler air temperatures mean plants 

lose less water through their leaves (transpiration) 

and also make fall planting easier on the human.  

  

 Trees are best planted when they are dormant 

(when deciduous trees have lost their leaves). 

Roots are never dormant, so planting a dormant 

tree allows it to establish and grow roots before 

having to support branches and leaves.  

 Shrubs can be planted when dormant or nearly 

dormant. Keep them watered until dormancy sets 

in to make sure their roots start to grow.  

 Perennials may be transplanted whether dormant 

or not, but must be watered until they become 

dormant. 

Of course, fall is the time for planting autumn 

standbys like pansies, mums, and frost-tolerant vege-

tables. Fall is the only time to plant spring-blooming 

bulbs. Plant several varieties with different bloom 

times and you can enjoy their flowers throughout the 

spring season.   

 

At the time of planting, water all plants well to settle 

soil around the roots.  Do not fertilize when planting in 

the fall; do not to encourage new growth that will be 

killed by freezing weather. Locate new plants correctly 

in the fall, and by spring they will be set to grow. Fall 

planting gives new plants a great start, and they will 

not be as challenged by a hot, dry summer as are 

plants set out in spring.         —Charlotte Dickinson 

http://www.lowes.com/cd_Planting+Trees+and+Shrubs_440897451_
http://www.lowes.com/cd_Transplanting+Mature+Trees+and+Shrubs_674265371_
http://www.lowes.com/cd_Best+Fall+Blooming+Annuals+and+Perennials_1282159210_
http://www.lowes.com/cd_Best+Fall+Blooming+Annuals+and+Perennials_1282159210_
http://www.lowes.com/cd_How+to+Plant+Bulbs_1269629360_


MONTHLY GARDENING TASKS, continued 

Invasive plants are non-native plants that aggressively 

erode forest productivity, hinder forest use and man-

agement activities, degrade diversity and wildlife habit, 

and choke out native plants by reducing access to light. 

They have no natural insect or animal predators or dis-

eases that tend to keep plants in check, and they devel-

op good resistance to drought and cold. 

Why care? Invasive plants take over and restrict sun-

light in our forests and open spaces,  depriving us of the 

beauty of  native plants. After clearing invasives off 

these properties, native plants recover and grow again. 

Ferns, spring ephemerals, wildflowers, understory 

trees, etc. return and benefit the plant and animal 

world. 

INVASIVE TREES 

 Bradford Pear/Pyrus calleryana: small fruit spread 

by birds and other animals. Cross-pollinates with 

local pears. Major branches at narrow angles often 

split after 10-15 yrs.  

 Princess Tree/Paulownia: one tree can produce 21 

million seeds per year! Spreads by wind and water, 

seeds dispersed up to two miles. 

 Silktree/Mimosa/Albizia julibrissin: can form dense 

stands with negative impacts on wildlife dependent 

on native vegetation. Seeds remain viable for many 

years. 

 Tree-of-Heaven/Ailanthus altissima: colonized by 

root sprouts, seeds spread by wind and water dis-

persion. Forms dense stands and can produce up to 

300,000 seeds per year.   

INVASIVE SHRUBS 

 Autumn Olive/Elaeagnus umbellata: seeds spread 

by animals. Can grow densely and in dry shade. 

Root sprouts form colonies. 

 Chinese Privet/Ligustrum: one of the most widely 

invasive plants in the South! An aggressive inva-

sive forming dense thickets. Shade tolerant. Colo-

nizes by root sprouts; seeds spread by birds and 

animals. 

 Japanese Knotweed/Polygonum cuspidatum (locally 

known as chicken weed): dead plants in winter 

landscape pose a severe fire hazard! Tolerates a 

wide range of growing conditions but prefers 

stream banks. Spreads by seeds and stem and rhi-

zome fragments. Serious threat to native habitats – 

EXCLUDES ALL OTHER PLANTS AND ANI-

MALS! 

 Japanese spiraea/Spiraea japonica: dense infesta-

tions exclude all other plants and animal habitats.  

Spread easily by water and soil movement during 

road maintenance.. 

Interested in gardening? Join us. 

 Multiflora rose/Rosa multiflora: forms large infesta-

tions that climb up into trees. Colonizes by prolific 

sprouting and rooting stems.   

 Heavenly bamboo/Nandina domestica: shade toler-

ant. Spreads by root sprouts. Seeds spread by birds 

and animals. 

 Burning Bush/Euonymus alatus: planted as an orna-

mental and for highway beautification. Invades pas-

tures and forest floors. Root suckers colonize; seeds     

dispersed by birds and animals. 

For information on eradicating these plants from your 

property, contact  

 your local county extension office (Fannin County,         

706-632-3061) 

 U.S. Forest Service office, www.srs.fs.usda.gov    

 Georgia Exotic Pest Plant Council, www.gaeppc.org/  

  Invasive Plants of Eastern U.S. organization, 

www.invasive.org/eastern  
           

Invasive Plants of Georgia  

 

and apply lime if your soil test requires it. Soil tests are 

available at your county extension office.  

DECEMBER 

Feed the birds. As winter approaches they might not be 

able to find an adequate supply of food.  

Asparagus: cut the tops of your plants and add a layer 

of aged manure to the bed. 

Garden journal: if you don’t have one, start a garden 

journal and keep records of your garden. 

Keep well watered newly planted broadleaf evergreens. 

Apply pre-emergent herbicides to control winter weeds. 

Prepare garden tools for winter storage. Clean, sharpen 

and store in coarse, oiled sand. They will be ready for 

you when spring arrives. 

Celebrate the winter solstice (the arrival of winter)    

December 22nd.  

— Alyce Wirtz 

New website coming on line 

The North Georgia Master Gardeners invites all inter-

ested people to participate as friends. To become a Mas-

ter Gardener, contact the extension office (706-632-3061) 

for the next training schedule.  Follow us on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/NorthGeorgiaMasterGardeners  

Check out North Georgia Master Gardeners’ web site 

coming on line autumn, 2014 for news and links to arti-

cles and information to enrich your gardening experi-

ence: www.fanninmastergardeners.com 

http://www.srs.fs.usda.gov.,/

