
 

A quarterly bulletin of the North Georgia Master Gardener Extension Volunteers 

The Garden Post 
www.fanninmastergardeners.com 

Fall, 2015                       https://www.facebook.com/NorthGeorgiaMasterGardeners                   706-632-3061 

MONTHLY GARDENING TASKS EVENTS 

October 

Plant garlic now. October and November are excellent months to 

plant in North Georgia.   

Harvest pumpkins as the vines dry, and green tomatoes before 

the first frost.   

Do not prune shrubs and trees heavily now, as this will force new 

growth susceptible to cold-weather injury. Prune only dead or 

damaged wood. 

As temperatures drop into the mid-50s, bring in houseplants and 

check them for insect infestation.   

Spread shredded leaves and compost over the vegetable garden 

and turn the soil to improve its fertility, structure and water re-

tention.   

Plant spring-flowering bulbs – daffodils, tulips, hyacinths and 

crocus – as the weather turns cooler.   

Divide perennials, such as daylilies, iris and phlox.   

Top dress perennial gardens with 1 to 2 inches of compost, keep-

ing it away from the crown of plants.   

Collect, clean and sort seeds in a cool, dry place for planting in 

the spring.   

Fertilize green azaleas and rhododendrons lightly to prevent yel-

lowing over the winter.   

November 

Do not fertilize in November.   

Mulch all trees, shrubs, perennials and bulbs. A 4 to 6 inch layer 

of mulch is good.   

Pull up and discard weeds remaining in your garden.   

Continue turning over the soil in the vegetable garden, adding 

shredded leaves and manure/compost.    

Apply lime if your soil test requires it. Soil tests are available at 

your county extension office.   

December 

Feed the birds. As winter approaches they might not be able to 

find an adequate supply of food.                       

Cut the tops of asparagus plants and add a    …..continued at right 

Fall Nature Walk 

Learn to identify native plants Thursday, October 15, 1:30 p.m. 

Mineral Springs Park (intersection of Industrial Boulevard/

Mineral Springs Road and Church Street) 

Approximately one mile on nearly level, well groomed paths 

The walk is free but please call the Fannin County Extension 

Office (706-632-3061) for directions and to register 

MONTHLY GARDENING TASKS, continued 
 

layer of aged manure to the bed.   

If you don’t have one, start a garden journal and keep records of 

your garden (see back page).   

Keep newly planted broadleaf evergreens well watered.   

Apply pre-emergent herbicides to control winter weeds.   

Prepare garden tools for winter storage. Clean, sharpen and store 

them in coarse, oiled sand. They will be ready for you when 

spring arrives.   

Celebrate the winter solstice December 21 at 11:49 EST 

Plant Daffodil Bulbs in Fall for Spring Color 

Selecting varieties of daffodils (Narcissus) with different bloom 

dates will provide you with a panoply of color for months. Among 

the many choices, here are some selections to consider. 

Early spring: Narcissus ‘Rijnveld’s Early Sensation,’ a classic 

yellow trumpet-type daffodil 

Mid-spring: Narcissus ‘Accent,’ white petals and a funnel-

shaped, salmon-pink large cup with color that stays true 

N. ‘Serola,’large cup, vivid yellow and orange 

N. ‘Baby Moon,’ fragrant, golden-yellow miniature daffodil 

N.‘Quail,’ similar to Baby Moon but larger and golden-yellow 

N. ‘Jack Snipe,’ white swept-back petals, butter-cup yellow trum-

pet; tolerates some shade and moisture  

Late spring: N. ‘Intrigue,’ opening chartreuse, turning to lumi-

nous white; several blossoms per stem; fragrant 



 

Besides delighting the eye with the beauty of blossoms, winter-

flowering shrubs often attract scarce cold-weather pollinators 

with scents that humans appreciate, too. Deciduous flowering 

shrubs are best transplanted after losing their leaves in fall. To 

transplant evergreen shrubs, wait until late winter or very early 

spring, when growth is most nearly dormant. While no winter is 

completely predictable, these shrubs are among the choices that 

can usually withstand cold-weather conditions in north Georgia 

gardens.  

Witch hazel (Hamamelis): A native understory shrub or small 

tree, American witch hazel (H. virginiana) blooms in late au-

tumn. More strongly fragrant Chinese and Japanese hybrids 

bloom in mid- to late winter. Ribbon-like petals in colors ranging 

from yellows to oranges and reds comprise the blossoms, which 

offer a stunning display when backlit by afternoon sun. All witch 

hazels need room to spread but will flourish in full sun or part 

shade. Fairly drought-tolerant, they are seldom bothered by in-

sects or disease. Propagation of cultivars is usually accomplished 

by stem cuttings of firm wood in late summer. Colorful autumn 

display of foliage in yellows, oranges and reds. 

Winterhazel (Corylopsis ): A deciduous shrub with clusters of 

fragrant, soft yellow, bell-shaped flowers that bloom in late win-

ter. In the plant family Hamamelidaceae, winterhazels are a 

close relative of witch hazels. They grow best in well drained, 

acidic soil with abundant organic matter and when protected 

from afternoon sun. Common cultivars, derived from plants na-

tive to China, Korea, Japan or Taiwan, reach a height of 4 to 10 

feet and a width of 6 to 15 feet. Propagate by taking softwood 

cuttings during the summer months. Colorful yellow, orange or 

red foliage in autumn.  

Paper bush (Edgeworthia papyrifera): Deciduous leaves drop in 

autumn to reveal a showy bark and expose silvery flower buds at 

the tips of the shrub’s branches. Developing slowly through the 

winter, the highly fragrant, yellow blossoms open in early 

March. Graceful in form, a paper bush will reach about 6 feet in 

height and up to 7 feet in width. Plant it in well-drained soil in 

partial shade. Edgeworthia can be propagated by division from 

the parent plant in the fall, but it does not like to be pruned or 

transplanted. It is reputed to be deer-resistant. Large leaves 

turn bright yellow in autumn. 

Other choices found in north Georgia gardens include winter 

daphnia (Daphne odora), in the same plant family 

(Thymelaeaceae) as paper bush and similarly cultivated, but 

evergreen and only 3 to 4 feet tall and wide at maturity. Daph-

nia is known as a somewhat finicky plant that can die suddenly 

for no apparent reason, but many gardeners think it worth the 

risk to grow daphnia for its sweetly fragrant, winter-blooming 

clusters of pale pink or white flowers. Can plant in fall. Glossy 

green or variegated leaves. 

Evergreen Camellia japonica may thrive in partially shaded 

locations sheltered from wind, especially if a cold-tolerant spe-

cies such as C. oleifera is selected. They are reputed to be deer-

Plant Winter-flowering Shrubs  

for  Color, Scent and Foliage 

resistant. Selecting plants with various bloom times can provide 

a flower display from late summer through early spring. Glossy 

green leaves. 

While Camellia japonica may reach 25 feet when mature, Camel-

lia sasanqua varieties may top out anywhere from 2 to 12 feet. 

Sharing attributes of fragrance and a wide color selection with 

japonicas, sasanquas offer a smaller leaf and a more graceful, 

airy form that beguile many gardeners. Although not as cold-

tolerant as japonicas, sasanquas are more adaptable to full sun 

and summer heat and are less susceptible to disease.  

—Sharon Coogle 

Many gardeners find both benefit and pleasure in keeping a gar-

dening journal. It could be no more than a collection of mud-

smeared scratch paper on which you record the date, place  and 

variety of seed you planted, or a thorough record of weather, 

plants and observations bound in a book. No matter how simple 

or how complicated you choose to make your gardening journal, 

keep it fun. Inevitably it will help you to remember information 

useful in improving and enjoying your garden. You might include 

 A sketch of the garden layout  

 A sketch of the garden, season by season 

 Photos of the garden layout 

 Photos of individual plants to record locations, growth or 

demise 

 Weather notes — temperatures, rainfall, dates of a late cold 

snap and so forth 

 Plant profiles: the plant’s source, its common and botanical 

names, its growing requirements, cultivation techniques 

used and the results 

 Planting, bloom and harvest dates; dates of dividing or 

transplanting 

 Pests and dates of their appearance, treatment and disap-

pearance 

 A list of plants that were successful and plants that failed, 

along with cultivation notes that might explain why 

 A wish-list of plants along with their growing requirements 

 Regular observations — daily, weekly, seasonally — of condi-

tions and events in your garden 

 Your personal musings of what your garden and time spent 

in your garden means to you. 

The North Georgia Master Gardeners invites all interested people 

to participate as friends. To become a certified Master Gardener, 

contact the Fannin County Extension Office (706-632-3061) for 

information and dates of the next training.                                                                   

Visit our web site: www.fanninmastergardeners.com.                 

Follow us on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/

NorthGeorgiaMasterGardeners  

Keeping a Gardening Journal  

Interested in gardening? Join us. 
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