
 

 

April 

Prepare... new flower beds by digging in two cubic feet 

of soil conditioner every 10 square feet 

 

Plant... leaf lettuce, perennials, container-grown trees. 

When the soil has warmed, plant annuals and summer

-flowering bulbs; transplant herbs; divide and 

transplant perennials and ground covers. 

Fertilize... emerging perennials with bone meal, roses 

when they display new growth, fruit trees just before 

or during bloom, azaleas and spring-flowering bulbs 

after bloom, annuals with a high phosphorous 

fertilizer, day lilies, summer bulbs, cool-season 

grasses. Always follow label guidelines. 

Prune... spring-flowering trees and shrubs after they 

bloom. Remove cold-damaged branches of perennials 

and shrubs but leave roots in place. Remove suckers 

from dogwood, cherry, crabapple trees and crape 

myrtles. Remove faded flowers from daffodils and 

hyacinths but leave foliage to die back  naturally. 

Twist off faded rhododendron flowers to increase next 

year’s display. 

Weed... by removing weeds before they set seed.  

Start... a compost pile. 

May 
Prepare... mulch newly planted blueberry bushes to 

insulate roots from heat and drought. 

Plant... annual vines like moon flower and purple 

hyacinth; sunflowers for sunny arrangements or for 

the birds; summer annuals and ornamental grasses; 

seeds of annuals such as zinnias, cosmos, salvia, 

marigolds and nasturtiums. Move or replant irises if 

they do not bloom well. Rosemary, basil, thyme and 

other herbs grow well in  full sun, but mint, cilantro, 

parsley and thyme tolerate part shade.                              
           Continued on  back 

PLANT SALE 

May 10, 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.  

United Community Bank pavilion  

Highway 515 and West First Street 

 Native and non-native plants  

 Plants for sun and shade 

 Annuals and perennials 

 Hanging baskets for Mother’s Day 

 

Wildflowers and Other Native Plants Walks 
Learn to identify seasonal wildflowers and other 

common native plants in Fannin County. The North 

Georgia Master Gardeners are leading four walks in 

various locations in the county when spring weather  

is ideal for outdoor activities. The walks  

 Are approximately one mile of easy walking  

 Begin at 2:00 pm and last 60 to 90 minutes  

 Are led by Master Gardeners, ensuring that all 

participants have easy access to knowledgeable 

personnel  

 Focus on education, with time for questions and 

discussion 

 Are limited to 15 participants 

The walks are free but registration is required. Call 

the Fannin County Extension office, 706-632-3061 for 

dates, locations and registration. 

 

Learn about Spring Ephemerals 

Landscape designer Sandra J. Sandefur, of Dogwood 

Knoll Designs, will present a lecture on spring 

ephemerals – those early-season wildflowers that 

bloom briefly, then disappear until next year.         

 Saturday, April 12, 10:30 a.m.  

 St. Anthony Catholic Church, Blue Ridge.  

Call 706-632-3061 by April 9th to reserve your seat . 

SPRING EVENTS MONTHLY GARDENING TASKS 



 

Interested in gardening? Join us.  

In the midst of spring, think ahead to summer bulbs. 

Summer bulbs require spring planting. 

A simple definition of a bulb is a plant that grows from a 

special storage area. Summer bulbs include a large and 

diverse group of plants, including irises, oriental lilies, 

daylilies, gladioli, cannas, dahlias, caladiums, liatris, 

begonias, oxalis and elephant ears. Some plants called 

bulbs are actually tuberous roots (dahlias), corms 

(gladioli), and rhizomes (cannas).  

Plant summer bulbs when the ground has warmed. You 

can get an early start by planting the bulbs in pots in-

doors, transplanting when the temperature warms or 

leaving them in pots to add color to patios and other   

areas. 

Pick the right site for planting summer bulbs. Good 

drainage is most important; bulbs do not thrive in soggy 

soil. Most summer bulbs thrive in sun to partial shade. 

Usually its packaging gives the best information for a 

particular bulb. 

Till the soil to a depth of twelve to eighteen inches. 

Amend the soil with organic matter if necessary, then 

dig holes for individual bulbs. In general, depth of the 

holes should be about three times the length of the bulb. 

Corms, rhizomes, and tuberous roots may be planted 

closer to the surface. The spacing between bulbs varies 

by plant; refer to packaging instructions or find infor-

mation in gardening books or on the internet.  

Cover the bulbs with soil and pat down firmly. Mulching 

the area helps prevent the soil from becoming too dry. 

Now just wait for the beauty of your summer bulbs. 

Although some summer bulbs are winter hardy, in our 

planting zone most are not. You can either treat the 

bulbs as annuals, or remove them from the ground and 

store them over the winter. 

— Gere Blankinship 
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Fertilize... azaleas, rhododendrons and roses; flowerbeds 

with a slow release fertilizer; vegetable garden every 4-6 

weeks throughout the summer, always following label 

directions. 

Prune... remove daffodil foliage after bloom only after 

leaves turn yellow, they absorb sun and energy for next 

year’s blossoms; cut sprouts from the base of crape myr-

tles that are being trained into upright tree forms; re-

move low-hanging, dead limbs from shade trees. 

 

June 

Prepare... watch for Japanese beetles, hand pick or 

spray with insect killer, always following label instruc-

tions. Systemic products are also on the market. Don’t 

kill green caterpillars on parsley or fennel, they will be-

come swallowtail butterflies. Pull weeds weekly from 

garden and flower beds.  

Plant... quick-growing annuals such as cleome, cosmos, 

marigolds and zinnias. Cuttings of deciduous shrubs 

may be rooted in late June. Divide overgrown Boston 

ferns. 

Fertilize... tomato plants regularly. Inspect them for 

signs of leaf disease and spray with fungicide if neces-

sary, always following label directions. 

Prune... climbing roses after blooming, cutting away 

weak, old, woody canes. Cut back chrysanthemums so 

they won’t be leggy in the fall. Remove faded flowers 

from annuals to prevent a lull in blooming. 

Start... harvesting onions and Irish potatoes when 2/3 of 

the plant tops have died down. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Fannin County Seed Exchange provides a way for 

members of the community to share and exchange seeds. 

Individuals can “check out” seeds from the Fannin County 

Public Library, where the project is housed, and return har-

vested seeds at the end of the growing season. Additional-

ly, the exchange presents occasional classes on topics relat-

ed to growing plants and organizes travel to special events 

of interest to gardeners. The project is a collaboration 

among the library, the North Georgia Master Gardeners, 

Feed Fannin, the Downtown Blue Ridge Farmer’s Market.  

The North Georgia Master Gardeners invites all interested 

people to participate as friends. To become a Master Gar-

dener, contact the extension office (706-632-3061) for the 

next training schedule.  Follow us on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/NorthGeorgiaMasterGardeners  

Planting Summer Bulbs 

MONTHLY GARDENING TASKS 

Fannin County Seed Exchange 

Interested in gardening? Join us. 


