
MONTHLY GARDENING TASKS 

April 

Prepare... new flower beds by digging in two cubic feet 

of soil conditioner every 10 square feet 

Plant... leaf lettuce, perennials, container-grown trees. 

When the soil has warmed, plant annuals and sum-

mer-flowering bulbs; transplant herbs; divide and 

transplant perennials and ground covers. 

Fertilize... emerging perennials with bone meal, roses 

when they display new growth, fruit trees just before 

or during bloom, spring-flowering bulbs after bloom, 

annuals with a high phosphorous fertilizer, day lilies, 

summer bulbs, cool-season grasses. Always follow la-

bel guidelines. 

Prune... spring-flowering trees and shrubs after they 

bloom. Remove cold-damaged branches of perennials 

and shrubs but leave roots in place. Remove suckers 

from dogwood, cherry and crabapple trees and crape 

myrtles. Remove faded flowers from daffodils and hya-

cinths but leave foliage to die back naturally. Twist off 

faded rhododendron flowers to increase next year’s 

display. 

Weed... by removing weeds before they set seed.  

Start... a compost pile. 

May 

Prepare... mulch newly planted blueberry bushes to 

insulate roots from heat and drought. 

Plant... annual vines like moon flower and purple hya-

cinth; sunflowers for sunny arrangements or for the 

birds; summer annuals and ornamental grasses; seeds 

of annuals such as zinnias, cosmos, salvia, marigolds 

and nasturtiums. Move or replant irises if they did not 

bloom well. Rosemary, basil, thyme and other herbs 

grow well in  full sun, but mint, cilantro, parsley and 

thyme tolerate part shade.   

Fertilize... azaleas, rhododendrons and roses; fertilize  

            continued on  back                   

SPRING EVENTS 

PLANT SALE 

May 9, 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.  

United Community Bank pavilion  

Highway 515 and West First Street 

 Native and non-native plants  

 Plants for sun and shade 

 Annuals and perennials 

Only check or cash, please 

 

Wildflower and Native Plants Walks  

Learn to identify seasonal wildflowers and other native 

plants in Fannin County. The North Georgia Master 

Gardeners are leading two walks in different locations 

in the county when spring weather  is ideal for outdoor 

activities. The walks  

 are approximately one mile of easy walking  

 begin at 2:00 pm and last 60 to 90 minutes  

 are led by Master Gardeners, all participants will 

have easy access to knowledgeable personnel  

 focus on education, with time for questions and  

discussion 

 

The walks are free but registration is required. Call the 

Fannin County Extension office, 706-632-3061, for 

dates, locations and registration. 

Open Gardens Tours 

This summer the North Georgia Master Gardeners are 

sponsoring A Tour of Open Gardens, featuring displays 

of four different approaches to flower and vegetable 

gardening. As well as enjoying the beauty of the gar-

dens, visitors will be able to ask questions about plants 

and their growing conditions.  

The first weekend tour is June 5-6, and the second is 

August 7-8.  Watch for details published later this 

spring, or call the Fannin County Extension Office,   

706-632-3061.  
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Tomatoes grow best at 70° to 80° F and in 6-8 hours of 

sunlight. Plant in a sunny location when soil tempera-

ture is at least 50°. Plant in mid-May, but be ready to 

cover plants if low temperatures occur. If air tempera-

ture drops below 40°, cover tomatoes to prevent serious-

ly slowing down their growth rate – not just freezing 

temperatures cause damage. A drop in temperature be-

low 50° F can result in less efficient photosynthesis and 

reduced yields.  

Tomatoes prefer soil that is well drained and heavily 

amended with organic matter. Till rotted manures or 

sawdust, compost or other humus into the garden site as 

soon as the soil can be worked in spring. Tomatoes re-

quire a soil pH (the measurement of acidity) range of 6.2 

to 6.8. Determine pH with a soil test through the county 

extension office. Add dolomitic limestone to soils with 

low pH according to package recommendations.  

Tomatoes develop roots all along their stems; plant 

deeply to encourage a strong root system. Set trans-

plants near the soil surface down to the first set of true 

leaves*. Firm soil around the plants to force out air 

pocket. If staking or trellising, space supports 24 inches 

apart in rows 4 to 6 feet apart. Staking makes later care 

easier and keeps leaves from contacting the ground and 

possibly introducing disease. 

Tomatoes benefit from mulch placed 2 to 3 inches deep 

around their stems soon after transplanting. Weed-free 

straw, chopped leaves and compost make excellent 

mulches that help conserve moisture and reduce weed 

growth. Newspaper laid about 3 sheets thick is also ef-

fective, acting as a weed barrier and conserving mois-

ture. Place an organic mulch on top of the paper. 

Over-fertilizing produces too much foliage and too little 

fruit. Use compost or small amounts of a balanced ferti-

lizer. Tomatoes need 1 to 2 inches of water weekly, de-

pending on the type of your soil. If rainfall does not pro-

vide this quantity, soak plants thoroughly once or twice 

a week rather than sprinkling lightly and frequent-

ly. Consider using drip irrigation or soaker hoses.  

Determinate tomato varieties grow in a compact bush 

form and produce most of their crop at one time.  

Indeterminate varieties set fruit clusters along a vine 

stem that continues to grow all season.  

*Cotyledons, first pair of leaves (part of the seed) that 

provides food for the sprout but cannot photosynthesize  

MONTHLY GARDENING TASKS 

Interested in gardening? Join us. 
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flower beds with a slow release fertilizer; fertilize vege-

table gardens every 4-6 weeks throughout the summer, 

always following label directions. 

Prune... remove daffodil foliage following bloom only af-

ter leaves turn yellow (they absorb sun and energy for 

next year’s blossoms); cut sprouts from the base of crape 

myrtles that are being trained into upright tree forms; 

remove low-hanging, dead limbs from shade trees. 

June 

Prepare... watch for Japanese beetles, hand pick or 

spray with insect killer, always following label instruc-

tions. Systemic products are also on the market. Pull 

weeds weekly from garden and flower beds. Don’t kill 

green caterpillars on parsley or fennel, they will become 

swallowtail butterflies.  

Plant... quick-growing annuals such as cleome, cosmos, 

marigolds and zinnias. Cuttings of deciduous shrubs 

may be rooted in late June. Divide overgrown Boston 

ferns. 

Fertilize... tomato plants regularly. Inspect them for 

signs of leaf disease and spray with fungicide if neces-

sary, always following label directions. 

Prune... climbing roses after blooming, cutting away 

weak, old, woody canes. Cut back chrysanthemums so 

they won’t be leggy in the fall. Remove faded flowers 

from annuals to prevent a lull in blooming. 

Start... harvesting onions and Irish potatoes when 2/3 of 

the plant tops have died down. 

A selection of both vegetable and flower seeds is availa-

ble from the Seed Exchange in the Fannin County li-

brary. Take up to five packets of seeds at one time; at 

the end of the growing season, collect seeds from your 

plants, label them and contribute them the Seed Ex-

change. The library is open Monday-Saturday (hours 

vary; see http://www.mountainregionallibrary.org/

fcpl.html). The Seed Exchange is sponsored by the Fan-

nin County library, North Georgia Master Gardeners, 

Feed Fannin and the Downtown Farmers Market.  

 

GROWING TOMATOES  

2015 Seed Exchange Now Open 

The North Georgia Master Gardeners invites all inter-

ested people to participate as friends, or to become a 

Master Gardener, contact the extension office (706-632-

3061) for the next training schedule. Follow us on the 

Web: http://www.fanninmastergardeners.com/ and on    

Facebook: www.facebook.com/


