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April                                                              
Prepare... new flower beds by digging in two cubic feet 

of soil conditioner every 10 square feet                 

Plant... leaf lettuce, perennials, container-grown trees. 

When the soil has warmed, plant annuals and sum-

mer-flowering bulbs; transplant herbs; divide and 

transplant perennials and ground covers.                

Fertilize... emerging perennials with bone meal, roses 

when they display new growth, fruit trees just before 

or during bloom, spring-flowering bulbs after bloom, 

annuals with a high phosphorous fertilizer, day lilies, 

summer bulbs, cool-season grasses. Always follow la-

bel guidelines.                                                       

Prune... spring-flowering trees and shrubs after they 

bloom. Remove cold-damaged branches of perennials 

and shrubs but leave roots in place. Remove suckers 

from dogwood, cherry and crabapple trees and crape 

myrtles. Remove faded flowers from daffodils and hya-

cinths but leave foliage to die back naturally. Twist off 

faded rhododendron flowers to increase next year’s 

display.                                                                   

Weed... by removing weeds before they set seed. 

Start... a compost pile. 

May                                                               

Prepare... mulch newly planted blueberry bushes to 

insulate roots from heat and drought.                  

Plant... annual vines like moon flower and purple hya-

cinth; sunflowers for sunny arrangements or for the 

birds; summer annuals and ornamental grasses; seeds 

of annuals such as zinnias, cosmos, salvia, marigolds 

and nasturtiums. Move or replant irises if they did not 

bloom well. Rosemary, basil, thyme and other herbs 

grow well in  full sun, but mint, cilantro, parsley and 

thyme tolerate part shade.                                        

Fertilize... azaleas, rhododendrons and roses; fertilize  

            continued on  back                   

SPRING EVENTS 

PLANT SALE 

FRIDAY, May 13, 11:00 a.m.—7:00 p.m. 

Note change of day and time!                                                  

                 United Community Bank pavilion                                         

    Highway 515 and West First Street 

   Native and non-native plants                                       

   Plants for sun and shade                                           

Annuals and perennials 

 Only check or cash, please 

Among the offerings: native azaleas, hydrangeas,     

fothergilla, Franklinia, hostas, daylilies, sedum, ferns, 

groundcovers, nursery-cultivated wild flowers and a 

variety of flowering perennials. 

 

Wildflower and Native Plants Walk             

Friday, April 22, 2:00 p.m.                                  

Mineral Springs Park 

Learn to identify native spring ephemerals, ferns, 

shrubs and trees as the North Georgia Master Garden-

ers lead a walk when spring weather is ideal for out-

door activities.  

The walk is approximately one mile long on relatively 

flat terrain, lasts 60 to 90 minutes and focuses on edu-

cation, with time for questions and discussion.  

The event is free, but please register by calling the Fan-

nin County Extension Office at 706-632-3061. Leave 

your contact information so we can notify you should 

we have to reschedule the walk due to weather. 
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MONTHLY GARDENING TASKS 



Monthly Gardening Tasks 

    — continued from front 

flower beds with a slow release fertilizer; fertilize vege-

table gardens every 4-6 weeks throughout the summer, 

always following label directions.                          

Prune... remove daffodil foliage following bloom only 

after leaves turn yellow (they absorb sun and energy for 

next year’s blossoms); cut sprouts from the base of 

crape myrtles that are being trained into upright tree 

forms; remove dead limbs from shade trees. 

June                                                                

Prepare... watch for Japanese beetles, hand pick or 

spray with insect killer, always following label instruc-

tions. Systemic products are also on the market. Pull 

weeds weekly from garden and flower beds. Don’t kill 

green caterpillars on parsley or fennel, they will become 

swallowtail butterflies.                                            

Plant... quick-growing annuals such as cleome, cosmos, 

marigolds and zinnias. Cuttings of deciduous shrubs 

may be rooted in late June. Divide overgrown Boston 

ferns.                                                                              

Fertilize... tomato plants regularly. Inspect them for 

signs of leaf disease and spray with fungicide if neces-

sary, always following label directions.                 

Prune... climbing roses after blooming, cutting away 

weak, old, woody canes. Cut back chrysanthemums so 

they won’t be leggy in the fall. Remove faded flowers 

from annuals to prevent a lull in blooming.            

Start... harvesting onions and Irish potatoes when 2/3 

of the plant tops have died down. 

2016 Seed Exchange  

Interested in gardening? Join us. 
The North Georgia Master Gardeners invites all inter-

ested people to participate as friends. To become a certi-

fied Master Gardener, contact the Fannin County Ex-

tension Office (706-632-3061) for information and dates 

of the next training.                                                                   

Visit our web site: www.fanninmastergardeners.com.                 

Follow us on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A selection of both vegetable and flower seeds is availa-

ble from the Seed Exchange in the Fannin County li-

brary. Consult www.mountainregionallibrary.org/

fcpl.html for library hours. 

Transplanting Seedlings 

Nursery-grown seedlings and transplants offer an easy 

way for gardeners to get a jump on the growing season. 

A few tips about selecting and planting your purchases 

may increase your gardening success. 

1. Choose where to plant your selections. Note soil 

conditions, drainage and sunlight, remembering 

that the sun’s position will change during the sea-

son and that summer leaves may cast shade over 

your location.  

2. Prepare the soil for planting, mixing in additives 

and adjusting the pH as needed to give your plants 

the nutrients and conditions they need to thrive.  

3. Select short, stocky plants with healthy leaves. Tall 

and spindly plants may be root-bound in their con-

tainers and difficult to transplant. Pinch back 

stems to encourage branching and bushier growth. 

4. Reduce transplanting stress  by hardening off seed-

lings, placing them in a protected site — out of the 

wind and in dappled sunlight — for a week to 10 

days so plants can adjust to outdoor conditions.  

5. An hour or so before transplanting, water until it 

runs out from the container’s drainage holes. This 

makes removing the plant easier. 

6. If your plants come in multi-compartment pots (cell 

packs), loosen the soil by gently squeezing the bot-

tom of each cell. Place your hand over the top of the 

cell with the plant stem between your fingers. Turn 

the pack upside down and slide the plant out, sup-

porting it with your hand. 

7. If your plant is in a pot, protect the plant with one 

hand, turn the pot upside down, tap the rim gently 

on a firm surface until the plant slides out. You  

may need to tap the bottom of the pot or carefully 

loosen the dirt around the sides of the pot. 

8. Pinch or cut off any long, trailing roots and untan-

gle them. Gently loosen the roots and spread them 

out to encourage growth into the garden soil. 

9. Put the plant into the prepared hole at the same 

depth that it was growing in the container so that 

the top of the root ball is even with the soil surface. 

Mulch, stake if needed, and water.  


