
The Garden Post 

MONTHLY GARDENING TASKS 

January 

Reevaluate your garden … the New Year is a good time 

to plan changes. 

Use sand on icy walks and driveways instead of salt. 

Salt will damage plants and lawns. 

Remove amaryllis stems with the faded blooms. Keep 

bulbs indoors for planting outdoors in May.  

Look for blooms on hellebores (Lenten roses). 

Watch for poison ivy. Even though the vine is leafless 

this time of year, the vines can still cause a powerful 

reaction if touched.  

Watch for borers, over-wintering insects and scale on 

broadleaf evergreens, fruit trees, shrubs and perenni-

als. Apply a dormant oil spray if pests are detected. 

Water houseplants with water at room temperature. If 

spider mites, mealy bugs or scale on the leaves are de-

tected, spray with insecticidal soap. Give plants a half 

turn so they do not become misshapen. 

Prune trees and shrubs before mid-March while they 

are dormant. DO NOT prune spring flowering shrubs 

like forsythia and quince until after blooming. 

February 

Plant ornamental trees and shrubs this month if the 

ground is not frozen.  

Purchase seeds and assemble materials to start seeds 

indoors. Start summer annuals and vegetables for 

transplanting when the soil warms, in 6-8 weeks. 

Record in your garden journal what plants are bloom-

ing and what bulbs are coming up.  

Remove faded blooms from bulbs but leave the foliage 

until it turns yellow and collapses.   

Find out if you need to apply lime to your garden by 

testing it with a soil kit from the Fannin County Exten-

sion office. Add lime 2-3 months before planting.                          
         … continued on back page 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 Wildflower and Native Plants Walks  

Walks will be scheduled for early spring when spring 

ephemerals emerge and the weather is ideal for outdoor 

activities. The walks are free but registration is         

required. Call the Fannin County Extension office,       

706-632-3061, for dates, locations and registration. 

Plant Sale May 14 

Make room in your garden for native and non-native 

plants specially selected to thrive in North Georgia 

Select perennials can add interest to the garden during 

winter. Here are four worth considering.  

Pulmonaria (common name lungwort): There are sever-

al varieties of this evergreen plant, which grows about 

12 inches tall. Most have dark green leaves with silver 

spots; the leaves of the variety Diana Clare are almost 

all silver. All varieties flower in late winter or early 

spring, with a mix of small pink, lavender, and blue 

blossoms often on the same stem. Shade-loving, though 

tolerant of morning sun, the clumps grow slowly. Wind 

or birds may spread plants to new areas.  

Hardy cyclamen: There are two varieties of hardy cycla-

men. The fall-blooming Cyclamen hederifolium has ivy-

shaped leaves and small, pink flowers. Late winter or 

spring-blooming Cyclamen coum has heart-shaped 

leaves; flower colors range from pink and lavender to 

white. Both plants grow silver-patterned leaves in fall 

and carry them through the winter before going 

dormant in the spring. Cyclamen prefer a shady spot 

that doesn’t stay wet; otherwise the bulb will rot. Plant 

them under deciduous trees where the leaf canopy will 

protect the dormant tubers from excess rain. If sited 

properly, they will reseed and form a ground cover. 
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Monthly Gardening Tasks 

… continued from front 

Force blossoms of spirea, forsythia and flowering quince 

in just a few days by placing branches in a vase indoors.  

Remove guy wires, stakes and trunk wraps from small 

trees planted last fall.  

Prune no more than a quarter of branches from over-

grown fig bushes, leaving horizontal ones. Removing 

more will reduce the number of fruit this summer.  

Prune brown foliage on pampas grass and maiden 

grass. Leave only a “crew cut” of stems 12 inches high.  

Prune overgrown Burford holly shrubs. Even if cut to 

12 inches, they will sprout plentiful new foliage by sum-

mer.  

Reduce the size of your butterfly bush by 1/2 to 2/3 to 

encourage new growth (and big blooms) this summer.  

Remove tall sprouts growing in the center of blueberry 

bushes.  

Plant winter daphne (Daphne odorum) near your 

home’s entrance or front walkway to enjoy its sweet 

scent.  

Clean out bird boxes so they will be ready to welcome 

new residents in a few weeks.  

Fertilize fescue for the first time this year. Any brand of 

turf fertilizer will work well. 

Mow tattered leaves of liriope (monkey grass) with your 

mower at its highest setting. If mowing, avoid damag-

ing the crowns; liriope will regrow quickly in March.  

March 

Rejuvenate fall-planted pansies with a water-soluble 

fertilizer as temperatures warm.  

Dig new flower beds when soil is not soggy; mix in plen-

ty of organic matter. 

Place freshly cut daffodils in a container alone for a 

day, then rinse stems before arranging with other flow-

ers. Daffodils produce a chemical that injures other 

blooms.   

Purchase azaleas while in bloom to confirm their color. 

Fertilize spring bulbs soon after flowering. Remove foli-

age only after it has faded. 

Lift sunken stepping stones, spread sand in low areas 

and replace stones. 

Pull mulch 6 or more inches away from tree trunks to 

prevent soggy conditions and avoid the risk of disease 

or insect damage. 

Plant cool season vegetables in late March (carrots, rad-

ishes, lettuce, collards, English peas, spinach, beets).  

Plant for Success in YOUR Garden 

Interested in gardening? Join us. 
The North Georgia Master Gardeners invites all inter-

ested people to participate as friends. To become a certi-

fied Master Gardener, contact the Fannin County Ex-

tension Office (706-632-3061) for information and dates 

of the next training.                                                                   

Visit our web site: www.fanninmastergardeners.com.                 

Follow us on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/

NorthGeorgiaMasterGardeners  
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Arum: The arrow-shaped leaves of Arum italicum 

emerge in late fall. Undamaged by hard freezes, the 

sturdy, highly ornamental leaves provide interest in the 

winter garden. In late spring, the plant sends up 

creamy white flowers that resemble calla lilies. Soon 

after flowering, the leaves die back to reveal stalks of 

bright red berries. While quite attractive, these berries 

are poisonous; plant arum where children or pets will 

not be tempted to eat them. If located in an ideal site, 

they will reseed to form a ground cover. There are doz-

ens of varieties, each with its own unique leaf pattern. 

Hellebores (common names Lenten Rose and Christmas 

Rose): These evergreen plants bring an architectural 

quality to the shady garden. Most bloom early to late 

winter or very early spring. Resistant to both deer and 

voles, these plants are long-lived and provide exquisite 

blooms at a time when flowers are a scarce delight. Hel-

lebores grow best in evenly moist soil in partial shade 

but, once established, are drought-tolerant. There are 

many varieties and many different colors of blooms to 

choose from. “Christmas Rose” has a white blossom. 

 
 

Dazzled by pictures in new seed catalogs? Consider 

your garden’s conditions and select plants that match 

them to increase the likelihood that they will flourish. 

SUN: Do you have full sun, dappled sun, partial shade, 

full shade, or a combination? 

EXPOSURE: East, west, north, south? Exposed to wind, 

rain, scorching sun or other weather? 

GRADE: Flat ground, gentle slopes, steep banks or a 

combination? How does this affect drainage? 

SOIL: Rich hummus? Clay? Sandy? Poor? How well 

does it drain? What preparation or improvement do you 

need to make before planting? You can determine its 

pH with a soil test made through the Extension Office. 

WATER: Do you have ready access or will you be toting 

buckets?  

TIME: Do you enjoy working in the garden? Do you 

have time to plant, water, weed, control pests, and har-

vest, or should you focus on low-maintenance choices? 
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